
THE PROCESS GRID 
 
There are at least 3 important 
uses of the Process Grid! 
 
1. It is the “backbone” of the 

content of the unit. 
a. The categories across the 

top directly address the 
standards of the unit. 
These categories should 
be developed in detail in 
the Big Book. 

b. The examples that run 
vertically down the left 
side are the examples that 
the standards are 
developed through.  The 
first row matches the 
content of the Pictorial Input Chart.  The content of the 2nd -5th row will be developed in the 
Expert Groups. 

c. Teachers planning a unit, or looking at an already created unit they are thinking about 
adapting, should begin the planning with the creation of the Process Grid! 
 

2. The Process Grid Game is an activity where the students work in teams to summarize and report out 
on the most important information for each example in each category.  This helps students deepen 
their understanding while requiring them to negotiate for meaning and report out using academic 
language.  It’s also a lot of FUN!  (See attached strategy for game direction. 

 
3. After playing the Process Grid Game, the filled out Process Grid can be used as a resource for writing. 

One approach, called the Cooperative Strip Paragraph strategy, is for the teacher to create a topic 
sentence that she/he discusses with the students, highlighting important words.  The teacher then 
“walks” the Process Grid with his/her fingers and helps students create supporting sentences from 
the language and content on the Process Grid.  This is a wonderful way to teach students to create 
their own writing from what they know and to avoid plagiarism! 

 
Blank Process Grid Template 
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