THE PROCESS GRID

There are at least 3 important
uses of the Process Grid!

1. Itis the “backbone” of the
content of the unit.

a. The categories across the
top directly address the
standards of the unit.
These categories should
be developed in detail in
the Big Book.

b. The examples that run
vertically down the left
side are the examples that
the standards are
developed through. The

Desert Life
Organism Description Location Adaptation Interesting Facts
-18 to 24 inches long -Mojave Desert -Stares fat in toil and -One of two venomous species
Gila Monster  |-Venom in teeth -Soncran Desert jabdomen of lizards
-3ead-like scales -Chifwahygn Desert |-Gyrrews in ground
-Diurnal -hides under rocks
-flawers -qoneran Desert -rips expand to hald woter [HCan live up to 200 years
Saguars Cactus [-thick, whitish pith for dry desert days -weighs up to 10 tons
-fleshy tissue -Spines. -flower bleams only 1 doy
-can grow 50 £t tali -shellow roots %0 £1 lang
-verfical, pleated ribs
-langest buten breed -Mojave Desert -ghle to hunt four ways -moke pellets
Ferrugingus |-kird of prey -Sonoran Desert -name origin “royal” “kingly®
Hawk -rusty colored -Chinuahugn Desert -e0gs hotch up To two weeks
-22.5 to 25 inches lang lapart
-53 to 56 inch wingspan
-lrEect -Mojave Desert -con, fly when its hot, ovoids|-17 year Cicado comes put
Cicada -inch. er maere in length -Chinuahugn Desert |predators jafter 17 years
-areen with red and black  -Sonoran Desert -makes naises to attroct a
-3-jointed beak femazle
-2 pair of wings -uses abdeminal membranes to
jmake naises (timbals)
-EVETENEEN -Mojave Desert -gigres water for hot, dry  |-ggn ondy repraduce with the
Joshua Tree  |-has fruit neriods laid af the Pranuba maotih
-hag unpleasant sder -conserves energy by not  [-ogn live several 100 years
-lgrgest yucca nraducing flowers
-15-40 feet tall
-1-3 feet araund

first row matches the
content of the Pictorial Input Chart. The content of the 2™ -5 row will be developed in the
Expert Groups.
c. Teachers planning a unit, or looking at an already created unit they are thinking about
adapting, should begin the planning with the creation of the Process Grid!

2. The Process Grid Game is an activity where the students work in teams to summarize and report out
on the most important information for each example in each category. This helps students deepen
their understanding while requiring them to negotiate for meaning and report out using academic
language. It's also a lot of FUN! (See attached strategy for game direction.

3. After playing the Process Grid Game, the filled out Process Grid can be used as a resource for writing.
One approach, called the Cooperative Strip Paragraph strategy, is for the teacher to create a topic
sentence that she/he discusses with the students, highlighting important words. The teacher then
“walks” the Process Grid with his/her fingers and helps students create supporting sentences from
the language and content on the Process Grid. This is a wonderful way to teach students to create
their own writing from what they know and to avoid plagiarism!

Blank Process Grid Template

Examples

Category of Info 1 | Category of Info 2

Category of Info 3

Category of Info 4

(PIC)

(Expert Group 1)

(Expert Group 2)

(Expert Group 3)
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(Expert Group 4)

What other uses of the Process Grid can you come up with?
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